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Fallen Fruit Magazine, V&A Edition, Issue #7
Spring / Summer 2019     This zine is made by Fallen Fruit (artist duo David Burns and Austin Young) in 
collaboration with the V&A Families Programme, and everyone who joined us in South Kensington.

More about Fallen Fruit 
at the V&A; HERE 

V&A mini video doc about Fallen 
Fruit’s bespoke wallpaper: HERE

Honey and Co. podcast featuring curators Catherine 
Flood and May Rosenthal and Fallen Fruit:   HERE

Fallen Fruit Tea Towels, Prints, and more at the V&A Store: HERE
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https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/fallen-fruit-at-the-v-and-a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VinCsvIMsAc
https://honeyandcofoodtalks.libsyn.com/va-special-episode-1-food-bigger-than-the-plate
https://www.vam.ac.uk/shop/exhibition-ranges/food.html


Fallen Fruit Magazine brings together public participation, local histories and story-telling. Using strat-
egies of collage this temporary team of culture advocates use fruit as a symbol, object and/or subject to 
create original editorial content to produce a site-specific limited edition contemporary culture magazine. 
Each edition is unique and is editorially focused to topics and subject matter that is historically meaningful 
to a neighborhood and/ or region. For the ‘Victoria and Albert Edition,’ we collaborated with the Families 
Programme at the V&A in South Kensington, London on The Imagination Station.
      
V&A Families programme:  The V&A Families programme nurtures imagination, creativity and inter-
generational play, developing innovative partnerships with practitioners to deliver thought-provoking and 
multi-sensory activities that foster a life-long love of learning.  #vamfamilies
    
Fallen Fruit is a collaborative art project that began in Los Angeles with creating maps of public fruit: the 
fruit trees growing on or over public property. Fallen Fruit uses cartography and geography as an indexical 
platform to generate serialized and site-specific works of art that often embrace public participation.
The work of Fallen Fruit includes photographic portraits, experimental documentary videos, public art in-
stallations, installation artworks, and curatorial projects. Using fruit as a method of reframing the familiar, 
Fallen Fruit investigates urban space, ideas of neighborhood, and new forms of citizenship. From protests 
to proposals for new urban green space, Fallen Fruit’s work aims to reconfigure the relationship of shar-
ing and explore understandings of public and private, as well as real world and real time. We consider fruit 
to be many things; it’s a subject and object at the same time it is aesthetic. Fruit often triggers a childhood 
memory; it’s emotional and familiar. Everyone is an expert on the flavor of a banana.
Much of this work is linked to ideas of place and family, and much of these works echo a sense of connect-
edness with something very primal – our capacity to share with others. Fallen Fruit is an art collaboration 
originally conceived in 2004 by David Burns, Matias Viegener and Austin Young. Since 2013, David and 
Austin have continued the collaborative work. 
#fallenfruit  / fallenfruit.org / endlessorchard.com / fallen_fruit 
         
Austin Young and David Burns, Collectively know as Fallen Fruit are one of the artists included in the 
exhibition:   FOOD BIGGER THAN THE PLATE  

FOOD BIGGER THAN THE PLATE  is curated by Catherine Flood and May Rosenthal -  The exhibi-
tion invites visitors to participate, taste and debate, this bold exhibition explores current experiments at 
every stage of the food system – from compost to table.  #plateup
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http://www.vam.ac.uk/families
http://www.Fallenfruit.org
http://fallenfruit.org 
http://endlessorchard.com
http://instagram.com/fallen_fruit 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/food-bigger-than-the-plate
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“The mind beareth its fruit as doth the earth and these are of them” 
- O.A. Baron from Fruits from the Garden and The Field., 1851
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Fabrice: Oh hello, what’s your name?
Natasha: Natasha.

Fabrice: Nice to meet you Natasha.  So did you 
have a good time today?

Natasha: Yes, it was loads of fun.
Fabrice: Wonderful, so what did you do?
Natasha: So I did a picture of two dogs.

Fruit dogs actually.
Fabrice:  What would be an emotional fruit, the 

most emotional fruit?
Natasha: Well definitely a watermelon because 
whenever you smash it, it goes ffffft! [Natasha 

made exploding noise].
Fabrice: Brilliant!  well thank you very much!

Natasha: Thank you.
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Isabella: My favourite fruit is mango. Because it’s sweet and it’s my favourite colour yellow.

Hannah: My favorite fruit is a grape. 

It’s really easy to eat because you can just reach into the fridge and it’s there.

Aidan:  My favourite fruit is melon because they taste really sweet and it’s like having a desert.

Isabella: My faborite fruit is an apple because it’s juicy.
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Amelle:

I really like cherries,
 

I don’t really know why,
 

It’s because I just like the colour,

it’s because when I eat it, 

when you squish a cherry

on the table,

 red would come out 

and I like the colour because 

it’s kind of intense.
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DAY 5
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from ‘Fruits from the Garden and Field’ poem by O.A. Baron and designs by Owen Jones published by Longman & Co. 1850 . 301



Catherine Flood, co-curator, talks about
 ‘Food Bigger Than The Plate’ exhibtion: HERE

David Burns and Olivia Horsfall Turner May Rosenthal Sloan and Austin Young302

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kipx1ncn7i8


May Rosenthal Sloan and Austin Young 303



Fruits from the Garden and The Field.  ‘This is 
one of the bright “gift books” of the season, gor-
geous and beauitful as can be, and may be con-
sidered the perfection of the species of art which 
it illustrates. Fruits are more difficult to arrange 
than flowers, but Mr. Owen  Jones has suggest-
ed an improvement to nature , and rendered the 
flower and the fruit twin-born. This certainly 
adds to the beauty of the composition, and may 
be termed a “poetic Licence.” rendering the vol-
ume as pictorially attractive as the one which we 
noticed last season.....Such volumes excite our ad-
miration of,  and sympathy with, the beautiful, in 
Nature and Art; and this renders them necessary 
adornments of the tables of those who can afford 
such elegant enjoyments. -The Arts Journal, 1850

“The Victoria and Albert Museum was founded 
with a mission: to educate designers, manufacturers 
and the public in art and design. Its origins lie in the 
Great Exhibition of 1851 – the world’s first interna-
tional display of design and manufacturing. Follow-
ing the Exhibition, its creator and champion, Prince 
Albert, saw the need to maintain and improve the 
standards of British industry to compete in the inter-
national marketplace. To this end, he urged that the 
profits of the Exhibition be used to develop a cultural 
district of museums and colleges in South Kensing-
ton devoted to art and science education. The Muse-
um was the first of these institutions. It was founded 
in 1852”- Victoria and Albert Museum website  
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Austin Young, David Allen Burns and Catherine Flood308



California-based artists Fallen Fruit (David Allen Burns and Austin Young), make public art which ex-
plores the role of fruit in creating shared culture. By foraging depictions of fruit from the V&A’s collection, 
they have created two unique installations for the exhibition ‘FOOD: Bigger than the Plate’, inviting us to 
experience the museum and its surroundings as fruitful places.

Fruits from the Garden and the Field:  Pattern

The V&A Museum in South Kensington in London was once filled with fruit trees. From 1681 until the 
museum was built in 1857, this was the site of a famous nursery that supplied fruit trees to gardens around 
the country. Fallen Fruit’s wallpaper brings back a burst of fruit to the space. The artists created it by for-
aging depictions of fruits that grow in the UK within the V&A collections. It highlights the cultural reso-
nance of fruit and serves as inspiration to re-imagine the city as a generous and productive public space.   
In response to this history, Fallen Fruit have created a bespoke 12-metre-squared wallpaper that brings a 
colourful burst of fruit back into the space of the museum.
The wallpaper design draws on the museum’s collections and the horticultural history of the site. To create 
it, the artists visited our Prints and Drawings study room and foraged for images of fruits that grow in the 
UK, within our collections. 

‘We typically create our patterns with photographs of fruits and flowers that we discover along the pave-
ments and pathways of a particular city. In this case we selected prints and drawings of fruits, insects and 
birds from the V&A collections - another kind of public space. We consider this work to be a portrait of the 
V&A and it represents the legacies of the gardens and orchards that predate the development of Kensing-
ton. Fruit is always a product of culture.’   - David Burns and Austin Young, artists

David and Austin were particularly inspired by the V&A’s collection of botanical illustrations, rare books 
and wallpapers, including Pop Art patterns from the 1960s, as they explained: “We wanted the wallpaper to 
look historical and also use the language of Pop Art”. From these varied sources, they developed a collaged 
pattern of photographs. Entitled Fruits from the Garden and the Field, the final work references a book of 
the same title from 1850, held in the National Art Library, with botanical illustrations by Owen Jones, an 
influential 19th century designer and key figure in the museum’s history.
The finished piece highlights the cultural resonance of fruit and inspires us to re-imagine the city as a gen-
erous and productive public space.
 
“We consider this work to be a portrait of the V&A that also represents the legacies of the gardens and 
orchards that predate the development of Kensington.”- David Allen Burns and Austin Young

Austin Young, David Allen Burns and Catherine Flood 309
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from ‘Fruits from the Garden and Field’ designs by Owen Jones, 1850312



from ‘Fruits from the Garden and Field’ poem by O.A. Baron, 1850. 313
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Fruits from the Garden and the Field:   FRUIT MAPS

Artists Fallen Fruit map and plant fruit trees to create new ways for people to interact with the city and 
each other. These new maps plot fruit trees growing on or overhanging public space in a number of London 
locations. As London expanded in the 1850s, agricultural land gave way to cultural institutions (includ-
ing this museum) and a bold new vision of what a city could be. By drawing attention to communal edible 
resources in London today, the maps prompt us to start re-thinking the city and its culture once again. [91]
Fallen Fruit, 2019 
 
‘Fruit trees are residents of a city longer than most people. They are a reflection of culture and could re-
mind someone of “home.” Fruit is also something delicious that becomes a local landmark that everyone 
can share. Along pathways, pavements, alleys we discover dozens of trees that provide fresh organic, sus-
tainable, free fruit. Fruit trees in cities clean the air of carbon dioxide and remediate urban soil. Most public 
fruit trees were planted by someone with the idea of sharing – Plant a fruit tree near your home. Share your 
fruit!’  - David Burns and Austin Young, artists
  
You can take part in Fallen Fruit’s collective mapping and planting experience, the Endless Orchard, which 
explores the meaning of community through creating and sharing fruit trees: “Plant a fruit tree near your 
home. Share your fruit!”.

Find out more at fallenfruit.org
#fallenfruit

Loquat Tree, Victoria Embankment Garden, London 2019 
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The Endless Orchard - Plant your perimeter.
     
Our City is filled with useless ornamental landscaping and more cement than grass. What if we replaced all 
these little shrubs with fruit trees? What if instead of driving to a grocery store  for a plum you just walked 
outside of your door? The apple on the street has never been sprayed or dusted or fertilized. The fig from 
the store may have been sprayed, dusted, fertilized and has a round little sticker you can’t eat. It travelled 
200 or 2,000 miles to meet you. Plant the city, share with your neighbors and change the texture (and fla-
vor) of your neighborhood. You have nothing to lose but your shrubs!
     
Plant fruit trees on the perimeter of your property, on the sidewalks, Streets and back alleys! The fruit trees 
that are easiest to care for are semi-dwarfs (easy to pick). Dig a hole twice as big as the roots and soak it 
before planting. Depending on where you live, mix the existing dirt with 50% soil amendment. Plant pears 
peaches plums or figs in the Fall, Winter or Spring and be ready to care for them (water) for the first 3 
years.
     
Give things away! The only real gifts are those without any expectation of return. Share fruit with all your 
neigh- bors, friends and strangers. Put a signs up inviting people to sample. Change your neighborhood 
into an communal garden designed to provide communities with an urban experience that can be cared 
for, cultivated and shared by the public. __________________________________________ 
The Endless Orchard is supported by Creative Capital.  We have also received generous donations from the 
Muriel Pollia Foundation, Good Works Foundation 
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The Endless Orchard is an ongoing project by Fallen Fruit and everyone who wants to partici-
pate. You can sign up at EndlessOrchard.com
     
What if we replaced little shrubs with fruit trees? What if instead of going to the grocery store for an 
apple, you just walked outside your door?  The Endless Orchard is an on-going installation of fruit 
trees on or in the margins of public space where everyone can share their fruit.
     
Becoming part of the Endless Orchard is easy:
     
1. You have space along sidewalks and fences on private property – a home, local business, apart-
ment building, school, or community center.

2. The space is sunny and is already being watered or can be watered regularly.
     
3. You agree to share the fruit tree with neighbors and passersby and map it on the Endless Orchard 
website.

4. You can also Map existing fruit in your neighborhood that is planted on or hanging over public 
space.

Brixton Project, Brixton, London 2019
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https://www.EndlessOrchard.com

